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Eah Local Plan has five sections.

1. Trailheads and Potential Trailheads list of locations that were identified as areas where a
trail is / could be accessed. The list includes trailheads that are access points to existing
trails.

2. Existing Trailss a Ist of trails that currently exist within the County. The Trail User Group A,

B, or C and the Statewide (S), Regional (R) on or Local (L) significance trail significance of
the trail will be identified.

3. Planned Trails/corridorglescribes projects that arbeing proposed with an estimated 10
year time frame. The Trail User Group A, B, or C and the Statewide (S), Regional (R) on or
Local (L) significance trail significance of the trail will be identified.

4. Potential Trail corridorsare those trail corridos that are envisioned for future trail
development. These are corridors where future development would complete a trails
network. A potential trail corridor may move into the planned trails / corridors category if
conditions exist that put them on a fast&rack, such as land acquisition.

5. Analysis of selected planned trail corridofsmore detailed analysis of the corridors likely to
see development in the next ten years will be included to identify potential segments that
may require additional planningand coordination with affected jurisdictions, road
authorities, and regulatory agencies.

Rating bicycle trails
Some of the trails have been rated to identify what specific type of user the trail will target. The
following definitions describe Group &youp B and Group C users:

GROUP A CADVANCED OHKEXPERIENCEBICYCLISTSThe FHWA Design Bicyclists comprised of
experienced riders who can operate under most traffic conditions:r¢a, signed)

CROUPB ¢ BasicBicycLIsTShe FHWA Design Bicyclists casgul of casual or new adult and
teenage riders who are less able to operate in traffic without provisions for bicycles. (bicycle
lanes, shoulders and signed)

CGROUFCC (HILDRENThe FHWA Design Bicyclists comprised otg®a riders who roadway use

is intially monitored by parents and eventually are accorded independent access to the
roadway system. (offoad)
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COTTONWOOD COUNTY
Existing& potential trailheadson a Stateor Regionabr Subregional Trail Corridor
* Local Trail
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Existing Trails

Trail around Mountain Lake lakeThis is a graveled, mgained six mile trail that follows the
lakeshore on the southeast, east, north and west sides of the lake before completed its loop on
560th Ave., CR#44 and Golf Course Ride trail crosses a mixture of city property including
Lawcon Park, DNR landjyate property, and township and county road rigbftway. The trail
paving project is identified in the STIP for federal Transportation Enhancement ddllescity
intends to pave the trail in 2010. Group B or C (shoulder and / off road) Locaic8iggef Map
attached.

Redrock Falls County Park Trailhis grass walking path runs throughout the County Park. The
path goes by the Falls, a picnic area and playground equipment. Local Significance

Mound Park, Brown County TrailThis grass walkirtgail connects the lake with the disc golf
course. Local Significance
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Dutch Charlie County Park TraiThis grass walking path connects all the campsites within the
park. The trail goes over a little bridge and all throughout the park. Local Sigréficanc

Minnesota Historical Society Jeffers Petroglyphs .Trakis is a 1.75 mile gravel/grass walking
path. The trail goes by the Petroglyphs and Virgin Prairie. Local Significance

Talcot Lake County Park Trailhis grass and sand walking path connetscampsites with the
beach. The trail goes by a small pond and follows the beach of Talcot Lake. Currently local
significance, if connected to the Des Moines River Valley Trail the significance would become
Regional.

Witt Memorial Park in WindomWitt Memorial Park sports a rolldlading court, spearheaded
by Windom Hockey Association Boosters in 1995 and was completed in 1997. Itincludes a 60 by
175 foot cement pad and sideboards. Local Significance.

Wolf Lake Nature TraiThe trail head is locatl at the US Fish & Wildlife Office east of Windom.

This is a ¥ mile walking trail nature trail (no bicycles on the trail), with one short segment that is
not ADA compliant. Parking areas are available at the USFW Office parking lots. The USFW also
maintans a mowed grass path to CSAH 17 which could in the future be used to connect to other
areas of Windom. Currently local significance, if connected to the Des Moines River Valley Tralil
the significance would become Regional Significance. Map attached.

Plamed Trails / Corridors

Windom Municipal Recreation Area TraiThe City of Windom desires to develop a recreation
area to include three softball fields, a soccer field, a winter sledding area, shelter
house/restroom and 3 miles of paved melise trails. The scope of work will include a-4@re

tract of land that is currently used as a well field for the City of Windom an adjacent landfill
reclamation property and an existing city park. The City of Windom currently owns all of the
land. Group B and C.u@ently the proposed trail in the City of Windom would be local
significance, if connected to the Des Moines River Valley Trail they significance would become
Regional Significance.

The multiuse trails incorporated into the adjoining parks would linkidential areas to city
parks including Kastle Kingdom, Tegels Park and the new community center. All of these
properties are located on the north/east section of the City of Windom. Excerpts of the project
related to trails and paths are as follows:

e Develop 3 miles of paved multise trails. The trails will connect two City parks, the
Community Center and several residential areas. The trails will also link Windom Recreation
Area to the Southwest Minnesota Regional Trail Plan and will serve asheddailor the
Regional Trails. The paved trails will be used for walking, bicycling and rollerblading within
the recreation area. Landscaping such as wildflowers and natural prairie vegetation and
trees would be planted along the trails. Rest areas ahk benches would be scattered
throughout the trails.

e Construct shelter house/restroom near the softball field¥he shelter house/restrooms
would meet accessibility requirements.
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e Amphitheater, Gazebo, Patio and BBQ pithe project would also incleda natural
amphitheater in Tegels Park, a gazebo, patio and BBQ pit along the trail near the community
center. The Community Center includes a Senior Center the addition of a patio would
provide an outdoor space for area seniors to enjoy outdoor redpeaincluding walking
paths, a gazebo and barbecues.

e Landfill Reclamation.A former landfill site that is on the Minnesota Pollution Control
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useful and attractie area for recreation purposes. Mdltse paved trails can be developed
on the property and wildflowers and natural prairie vegetation can be established along the
trail.

¢ Windom may consider striping bike lanes on a few streets where there is suffic@n.

Des Moines River Valley Trail, Jackson, Cottonwood, and Murray Counfids trail shall
originate in Jackson County at the Minnesdtava border and connect with the
Dickinson Trail in MiAWakan State Park in lowa. To the greatest extent pdssithe

trail shall follow the Des Moines River Valley, extending northwesterly through Jackson
County to Kilen Woods State Park, through Cottonwood County, and into Murray County.
The trail shall terminate at Casey Jones Trail in Murray County.pGBoliC, Regional
significance Map attached

Potential Trail Corridors

A Westbrook North to Walnut Grove

A Windom to Lamberton d include Jeffers Petroglyph&edrock Falls County Park, and
SanbornNote Cottonwood CSAH 2 from CSAH 13 to J&fétrsglyphs wasecently upgraded a
GAGK yQ 3IANI @St &aK2dZ RSNE ® ¢2 alF¥Ste ONRaa
Lake be consideredspecially when roads are upgraded

A Mountain Lake to Mountain Park arsduth to Fish Lake near WindonNote: Cottonwood

/I {!'1 Mo FTNRBY 2AYyR2Y (2 /{!'l wm ¢la NBOSydufe
A Mountain Lake East to St. James

Analysis of Selected Planned Trail / Corridors

Des Moines River Valley Trail in Cottonwood County Analygissumption that the Tra@nters

Cottonwood County from the south at Windom and connecting with the Casey Jones Trail in

¢ | (o

dzLJ3 NJ

Murray County, along or near the Des Moines River Corridor. The exact route will be dependent

on the outcome of the DNR Trail Plan. Assuming the route Wolvfalong and near the Des

Moines River, DNR has a Water Trail Map that identifies Parks along the approximately 37 miles

of river in Cottonwood County, from Windom to Talcot Lake. The following notations should be

considered:

e The Des Moines River cros&tate Highway 62 at three locations (the river is approximately
37 miles within Cottonwood County. Communication with the Department of Transportation
(DOT)Mankato District to assist in determining best locations (and locations to avoid) for
crossing he highway should be done early in the Trail Plan process that determines the
route.

e Other road jurisdictions will include Cottonwood County and Townships in the County.

¢ Contact with permitting agencies in connection with water, waterways wetlands anlifevild
areas (federal, state and local) are recommended early in the potential routing process.

e Trout stream
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e The route is likely to cross historically significant areas and consideration and planning to
address issues may require extra time.
e Historic highvay ¢ old trail route. From Shetek futch Charlié¢o New Ulm.
e Parks and Trails that are along the route or within the corridor that would have the
potential to connect to the Des Moines river trail:
e Wolf Lake Trail (Windom)
¢ Island Park (Windom)
e Dynamie Park (County park north of Windom)
e t Qa4 DNRB@S /2dzydé& tI NJ®
e Talcot Lake
¢ Nobles County indicated there is interest in connecting the Graham Lakes, Kinbrae, and
Dundee areas to Talcot Lake. This potential connect would require crossing Highway 62
at somepoint.
¢ Ideally the proposed trail would follow the river. Realistically, there are segments that would
be conducive to follow the river, in other areas, off road trail along a road may be the only
option.

- :
% Mountain
& | Lake lake trail

FarmiSetvice Agency, &

Google

Imagery Date: Jun 1, 2003 43°55!52.49°N  94'55'50.15" W elev" 399'm" Y Eye alt  2.83 km

Wolf Lake Nature Trail, located about 1 mile east of Windom.
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Source: http://ffiles.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/canoe_routes/desmoines.pdf
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JACKSON COUNTY
Existing& potential trailheadson a Stateor Regionabr Subregional Trail Corridor
* Local Trail

Z Anderson County Park (DMRV Trail) Z Sparks Park (Lakefield)

Z Brown County Park (DMRYV Trail) Z Okabena

Z Robertson County Park (DMRV Trail) Z Round Lake (lake)

Z Community Point County Park Z Sandy Point County Park

Z Fish Lake Z Mini Wakan Park (Mn/IA border, beginning
Z Fort Belmontg (DMRV Trail) of Des Moines River Trail and Gateway to
Z Heron Lake (city) Dickenson County lowa trails / Spirit Lake
Z Jackson (DMRYV Trail) lowa)

Z KilenWoods State Park (DMRV Tr)
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Existing Trails

dty of Jackson Trails

e Des Moines River Trail. Built in the core of the City of Jackson, this 1.8 mile hard surface trail
serves as a spine from which other trails radiate. Connecting points are Ashley Park and
5FyyQa LaflyR t I NJs® and peeStrianzy@&dNp C)llinkBkatersy O& Of A
walkers, and cross country skiers. Identified in the 2000 Regional Trail Plari@oyear
completion, the project was completed with TE funds in 2005.

e The Nelson Creek trail, 0.65 miles in length was cetaglin 2007

e The Sunset View trail was partially completed in 2008 (2.8 miles). The remainder of this trail
(from Springfield Parkway to Highway 71) is scheduled for completion in 2010.

Loon Lake Trail Systenihis Trail system as identified in the 20R@gional Trail Plan to be
completed in 5 to 10 years; two of the three phases have been completeuhecting the three
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the Dickenson County lowa Trail systefrhissegment servess a gateway trail betweelowa

and Minnesota.The hard surface trail targets all groups of trail users (Groups B & C). Trails of

Regional significance.

e Phase | of the project was 0.75 miles and connected Brown County Park with Robertson
Caunty Park. This segment was completed in 2006 with TE funds.

e Phase Il of the project is a 2.1 mile hard surface trail completed in 2009 with TE funds and
connects the Jackson county Parks to Mini Wakan State Park on the lowa / Minnesota
border and the Diagdnson County Trail system.

e Phase lI§ see Proposed Trails.

¢ Robertson Park Trail. This1750 foot wood chip walking trail goes through Robertson Park.

e Belmont Park Trail. This 3350 foot wood chip walking trail goes throughout Belmont Park
along the Des Moies River.

Sparks Environmental Park Trail (Lakefield)

e This 1200 foot wood chip walking trail goes through the Sparks Environmental Park, a 40
acre park located on the north edge of Lakefield and serves as the home base of the Prairie
Ecology Bus Centeilhe trail is primarily used for environmental programs.

Planned Trails / Corridors

Loon Lake Trail Syste@roup C, Trail of Regional Significagcennection to (DMRYV Trail)
e Phase Il proposed for 2012 the final one mile segment of the Loon Lakiéskstem.

City of Jacksan Group B and C. Trail segments are part of or connect to trail of Regional

significance (DMRYV Trail)

e Springfield Parkway a one mile segment in the city of Jackson scheduled for completion in
2011. Transportation Enhancemenirfels.

e Ft Belmontg 1.6 milesfrom CSAH 14 and Hills Ave to Ft Belmont to the Des Moines River
Valley trail in Jackson. TE funding scheduled for 2011.

City of Lakefield The City of Lakefield is working on the development of a looped trail system
aroundthe community. The Looped trail will be developed in phases and application to various
funding sources to develop the trail. Primarily Group C, may incorporate Group B. Currently a
local trail system with plans to connect to a trail of Regional signdedDMRYV Trail)

e Phase 1 The Old Mill Trail will include construction of approximately 1.5 miles of trail in the
City of Lakefield. The trail will begin at Pleasantview Elementary School and then traverse
along the east side of Lakefield making conrmwdito the cityschool baseball diamonds
YR GKS OAGeQa 2dziR22NJ LR2f @ ¢CKS GNI AT gAff
Lakefield making a link to Emerald Valley Golf Club and Colonial Manor Nursing Home. The
alignment of the trail is on school awd property, city owned property, and through a
utility property. The OId Mill Trail will serve in conjunction with a trail plan to loop around
the City of Lakefield. The City has submitted a Transportation Enhancement Application for
$373,056 through &kson County to the ATP 7 for STIP 2014 funding. The local match will
be provided through the City of Lakefield.

e Phase 2of the Lakefield Trail Plan would include a joint cooperation with Emerald Valley
Golf course for a trail through or around the fagilit The trail would then cross State
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Highway 86 to Sparks County Park, home of the Prairie Ecology Bus. Sparks Park has several
nature trails for exploring the environment around Lone Tree Creek.

e A connection of the southern neighborhoods of Lakefield teafantview Elementary
School to enable safe pedestrian and bicycling of students to school. The community is
targeting safe Routes to School as a potential funding source to assist in providing a safe non
motorized transportation route to school.

HeronLake to Kilen WoodsThis proposed trail would connect Heron lake and Kilen Wood trail
heads utilizing both omoad and off road trail options. View of Heron Lake and Community
Point will be potential attractions. Group B and C. this would connectet¢rkKiVoods to the
Des Moines River Valley trail, a trail of Regional Significance.

e Segment 1: CSAHBhis proposed trail will connect the communities of Okabena and Heron
Lake which share a school located in Okabena. This proposed trail will provide a li
between these two communities. Targeted are Bicyclist (Group Binelrskaters and
walkers. The trail will feature Rural Scenery along its double 4 mile trail with Bituminous
Shouldering.

e Segment 2: CSAH 20 (Okabena to Lakefieltijs proposed trdi will connect the
communities of Okabena to Lakefield. This propose®l miles trail would provide a link
between the communities and target bicycling and walkers.

e Segment 3: CSAH 14 (Lakefield to Des Moines River TTi. proposed -B mile trall
would connect to the Des Moines River State Trail.

Des Moines River Valley Traiegislatively designated by the Minnesota Legislature in 2009, this
trail planning process is overseen by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
The developmet of a trail plan is required before any trail development can be implemented.
The lgislative text is as follows:Des Moines River Valley Trail, Jackson, Cottonwood, and
Murray CountiesThe trail shall originate in Jackson County at the Minneswis border and
connect with the Dickinson Trail in MitWakan State Park in lowa. To the greatest extent
possible, the trail shall follow the Des Moines River Valley, extending northwesterly through
Jackson County to Kilen Woods State Park, through Cottonv@mehty, and into Murray
County. The trail shall terminate at Casey Jones Trail in Murray County.

The 2000 Regional Trail Plan identified two segments that are along part of the corridor of the

Des Moines River Valley Trail:

o City of Jackson to SouthThe target group is Bikes (Group A, B & C). Potential attractions
will be River Views connecting the City of Jackson, Petersburg & Loon Lake. We are
anticipating using the existing road surface and updating the signage currently on the road.

¢ Jackson to Widom. Bikers, (Group B & C), Hikers, Walkers and Equestrian will be the users
of this system. It is anticipated to be 18 miles long and completed in the next 10 to 20
years. The trail is proposed to connect Jackson and Windom with attractions of DessMoi
River Scenery, Belmont County Park and Kilen Woods Park.

Potential Trail Corridors

River Loop near JacksoiThis 22 mile project is targeting Bike users (Group A & B). The project
is expected to be completed in 5 to 10 years. The direction eftthil will be Ashley Park to
CSAH 23, North on CR 83, West on CSAH 16, South on CSAH 19, East on CS#sdkltb and
Ashley Park. Along this route you will experience various views of the Des Moines River. Group
A, using the existing roadways with iaased signage.
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Lakefieldc a connection on the north side of Lakefield to Boot Lake.
Analysis of Selected Planned Tr@drridors

Des Moines River Trail in Jackson County

aThe trail shall originate in Jackson County at the Minnedotea border and conect

with the Dickinson Trail in MinVakan State Park in lowa. To the greatest extent
possible, the trail shall follow the Des Moines River Valley, extending northwesterly
GKNRdzZaK WIF Ol azy [/ 2dzyae (42 YAfSy 222Ra {Gl1d4S

Based on visioning by the Fnigs of the Jackson County Tratle following potential
corridor routes for the Des Moines River Valley Trail from Mini Wakan Trailhead to Jackson will
be examined: The existing trail travels from the lowa /MN line to the Jackson County
Parks (AndersonBrown, Robertson). At this point the Friends Group suggests two
different routes to reach Jackson:

A. From Robertson Park east approximately 9 miles along Jackson CSAH 4, intersecting
with Jackson CSAH 23 at Petersburg and paralleling CSAH 23 and the Des Moi
River to the city of Jackson and connecting with the City Trail system.

Review of route: There will be homes along Jackson CSAH 4 to Petersburg with a few
waterways to cross. At Petersburg there is a bridge over the Des Moines River, can
pedestrian aul bicycle traffic utilize the existing bridge? Will modifications or a
separate bridge be needed? The route paralleling Jackson CSAH 23 from Petersburg
to Jackson would be a scenic route because it also parallels the Des MRivesit

also will have searal waterways to cross.

B. From Brown County Park travel around the west side of Loon Lake (1 mile) and run
parallel Jackson CSAH 17 north 6 miles) to Jackson CSAH 10 at Clear Lake, parallel
CSAH 10 4 miles east to Jackson and connecting with tHesytstiem.

Review of Route: There appears to be a private access road along the west side of
Loon Lake, north of Brown County Park. An alternative may be traveling north from
Anderson County Park along CR 73 to CR 66 and joining CSAH 17. This route appears
to have fewer waterways to cross, however in the County Park Area there may be
wetland issues and DNR should be consulted.

Once at Jackson, the existimgd plannedTrail System in the community is likely to be
utilized. The plannedFt Belmonttrail connects the Jackson Trails Belmont which is
located near Interstate 90A major barrierfor the trail could belnterstate 90.There is an
existing bridge crossing the Interstate, located between TH 71 and the Des Moines Rive
and owned by Jackson Countyhere is a possibility that this structure could be
rehabilitated for Bicycle and Pedestrian use to safely cross the Interstate. Discussion with
MnDOT District 7 is recommended to examine this as a potential route or for other
recommendations for a safe cseing over the Interstate.

Once north of the Interstate, there are no roads that parallel the Des Moines River, and
only three roads that cross the river between the Interstate and the south side of
Windom. A potential alternative river crossing woulceta former Railroad Bridge called
Black BridgePilings in the River arehat remain of that structure, and examination of
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them would be necessary as well as working with the DNR ldmaly the @rps of
Engineers

There are two Transportation Enhancemeptojects in the STIP that would connect
Jackson to-B0. The crossing of the9D poses a potential obstacle and close work and
communication with the Mankato DOT to work out an agreeable crossing will be required
¢ 805 Ave or the abandoned bridge ovenmet interstate just west of Jackson may be
options for consideration.

The Des Moines River travels north, about 15 miles through Belmont County Park and
Kilen Woods State Park
to Windom!

! Source: DNRhttp://files.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/canoe routes/desmoines.pdf
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LINCOLN COUNTY
Existing& potential trailhealson a Stateor Regionabr Subregional Trail Corridor
* Local Trail

Lake Hendricks at Hendricks

Hole in the Mountain Park at Lake Bento
Lake Shaokatan County Park

Stoney Point Park at the east end of La
Benton lake

Norwegian Creek Park at Lake Remt
Midwest Center for Wind Energy

Picnic Point County Park at Lake Shaokatan
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Existing Trails

Hole In-TheMountain County Park

"‘{i-.\RuthwnI NovthMarsh

A Hole in the Mountan Co. Parks located on the western edge of the city of Lake Benton,
just off U.S. Highway 14. This park has 17 campsites with electricity and water, along with 12

campsites located in the horse campground.

The park is approx. 800 acres of woodland and

prairie land. Throughout the park you will find historical sites along 5 miles of hiking/horse
trails. Hole in the Mountain also offers two picnic shelters and the Chalet building, which
includes shower facilities. The Chalet can be rented for family eveatsies, and other

functions.
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Hendricks

A Trail constructed in 2001. From the City of Hendricks park, approximately 1.5 miles to the
north and west to the golf course, paved shoulder bicycle/pedestrian trail, funded in part
through TEAR1 Enhancemerfunds. Group B, Local Trail.

A Lake Hendricks Park and Play ground features a walking trail, 25 campsites, picnic and
playground facilities, running water and electricity.

Ivanhoe.
A Gilson Field Campground near the ball field has a walking trail, pidnéstaelectricity and
running water.

Planned Trails / Corridors

A City of Lake Benton Trail systenHolein-the-Mountain County Park Trail Extensigifhe
proposed 1.5 mile trail extension will link the County Park with the City of Lake Benton and
the lake. This trail will also serve community residents by providing a safe recreational and

exercise trail.lt is intended that this trail will completed within two years.

Hole in the Mountian Park ey R
Lake Benton, MN W

Proposed Trall "
Length ~ 1,55 miﬁyq#

----- Access Trails

i Horse Trails

—— Streams

~ Elevation Lines
-

Potential Trail Corridors
A Norwegian Creek Park to Hole in the Mountain Pask LakeBenton, south towards
Pipestone utilizing part of old and new TH 75 ROW.
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Picnic Point Co. Park Picnic Point is loch& miles north, 3 miles west, and one mile north

of the city of Lake Benton. The park is 43 acres located on the southern side of Lake
Shaokatan. Picnic Point offers 12 campsites with electricity and water. It also has numerous
sites without electricity. Also, Picnic Point has one picnic shelter, a swimming beach, two
boat launches, a floating-dock, a fish cleaning shed, and an RV dstagion.

Norwegian Creek Co. ParlNorwegian Creek is located one mile north, and one mile east of
the city of Lake Benton. The park is 128 acres located on the western side of Lake Benton.
Norwegian Creek has 30 campsites with electricity and wataiilities include two pichic
shelters, a bathhouse with showers, a fish cleaning shed, and an RV dump station.
Norwegian Creek also offers a hiking trail, a swimming beach, and two boat launches.

Lake Benton to Tyleand east to connect to the Lyon CourRyoposed trail network.The
connection between the two communitieda Stoney Poin€ounty Park would be very
workable and enjoyable ride for beginners and experienced riders. recommended that

this corridor NOT usa shorter 7 mile route alonblighway 14 It is reported from bicyclists
both local androm the American Lung Association that the ride from Brookings to Tyler was
the most dangerous section y¢hey had experienced as they began their journey from
Washington State.

Arcoto Stoney Pint ¢ via Tyler
Abandoned Rail Lingylerg Arco¢ Ivanhoe¢ Hendricks.

Buffalo Ridge.The Buffalo Ridge is a geographic featatso known as the Mississipgi
Missouri River Basin Divide. The land in this Corridor is some of the most scenic imesbuth
Minnesota with natural areas, crops, and turbines. While it may not be realistic to develop a
trail along the entire corridor, access to segments and loop trails from other regional trails
would be desirable.

Potential Corridors for Pedestrian/Bidg®r MultFuse trails/routes

> > > > >

Along the Wind Turbine Corridor (Hendricks, Visitors Center, Picnic Pont, Lake Benton)
Hendricks West to Brookings, SD (Connect with SD lakes/parks)

Connection to Lake Benton from the east (Lyon County Garvin Park area)

Connetion to Lake Benton from the south (Pipestone area)

Hendricks towards Brookings and the wind turbine corridor near Lincoln CSAH 1

Analysis of Selected Planned Trail corridors
Connection from Lake Benton, South to Pipestone along the TH 75 corridor. dratoe B at
the crossroads of two historic highways:

TH 75 was registered as the King of Trails by the Minnesota Commissioner of Highways in
1919. The King of Trails maintains a website for the Minnesota Segments:
http://www.highway75.com/section5.html

The Black and Yellow Trail was registered in 1917, the trail corridor is the route of US
Highway 14. It begins at Yellowstone National Park and ends in Chicago.
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Analysis of Selected Planned Trail Cduais:
The distance between Lake Benton and Pipestone is about 17 miles. To the south of Lake Benton
there is a five mile corridor which was abandoned years ago when US Highway 75 was moved to
the east. This corridor is now owned by Lincoln County and ftom Lake Benton south to near
the Pipestone County lind.he corridor runs through hundreds of acres of Nature Conservancy
natural prairie and along miles of DNR Wildlife Management areas. Issues may include:
e Controversy with the Nature Conservancyhwa publicly owned and used corridor
through Nature Gnservancy land.
o Compatibility issues between trails and Wildlife Management areas.
e Land acquisition from the end of the county owned land to joining the Casey Jones Trail
at Pipestone. One option wiil be to route bicycle and pedestrian traffic on a lower
volume road into Pipestone.

http://www.co.lincoln.mn.us/Tourism/Lincoln%20County%20Map.pdf
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LYON COUNTY
Existing& potential trailheadson a Stateor Regionabr Subregional Trail Corridor
* Local Trail

Camden State Park Z Marshall
Cottonwood (Connection to Granite FallE Minneota
and Gateway to Luce Line and Glacial Laes Taunton
Trails) Z Tracy
Garvin Park

N¢ N«

N«

Haniey

1 Ispetiman nnect to
. o Hamfigy Falls
o Rail Hu MRT
- 0 J
E 595 p?'_ ¥ 1 atGranite
y ’Sj.'ppef Q—é':'

The Lyon @unty update is based on the trail planning completed by the Center for Changing
Landscapes, completed in 2009.

Existing Trails
Garvin Park Trails

e There are 2 and % miles of hiking and cross country skiing trails and 5.5 miles of horse and
snowmobile trds.

Camden State Park Trails
e There are 14.8 miles of hiking trails, 10.2 miles of horseback trail, 4.2 miles of bike riding
trails, 5 miles of ski trails and 7.6 miles of snowmobile trails.

City of Marshall Bike TrailApproximately 10.5 miles of bidgctrails throughout the City of
Marshall. The bike trails in the Marshall Plan are primarily Group &d&fj. The city of
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Marshall is a Regional Center in SW Minnesota. The city of Marshall has a TfadnBlas

currently working on the followingrpjects:

A Paving the existing gravel trail on the flood control dikes along the Redwood River from
Wayside Park to Lyon County Hwy. 7 and again from Kossuth Street to TTHi®roject
also includes two new segments of trail with the first segment cmtig along T.H.23 south
through the SMSU Campus to T.H.19 and a segment along Country Club Drive from
Southview Street to S"4Street. It is funded through TE funds and in the 2010.STIP

A Additional trail segments have been constructed along WindstezeSt(Scott Street to
T.H.59) and Clarice Avenue (Windstar Street to Susan Avenue).

A LY wHnannt | GNYAf &asS3aySyd ft2y3a ¢ol domp FNRY
along Tiger Drive to the new high school was constructed.

A A project is planneth 2010 for a trail segment along Clarice Avenue (Susan Drive to T.H.23)
and then in 2013 planned to extend this north to T.H. 23. Funding source?

A TH 23 underpass from SSU to the High School scheduled for 2010 will allow safe passage of
under the heavilyraveled Highway 23.

City of Minneota Tralil

e There is a loop trail, approximately 2.4 miles that runs along East and West Lyon Street on
the south, North Jackson Street on the east, through the Park on the north, folloWs 150
Ave on the west connecting witwest Lyon, completing the loop.

TH 23 Trail Corridor

e Marshall to CamdenThe Marshall to Camden connection was completed in 2000. This
connected Marshall from north of SSU to Wayside Park south of Marshall using some of the
flood control structures tht have been built. Due to the traffic on TH 23 and the speeds,
alternative routes are being addressed.

Lynd

e The Marshall to Camden Trail runs along TH 23 at the north east side of the community and
enters Lynd following the river corridor to Camden Sfasek.

City of Tracy
e Using Transportation Enhancement funds, the City constructed a bike trail consisting of

approximately two (2) miles and signing five (5) miles of designated paved bike/pedestrian
route. The trail will provide a safe environment farth walking and biking. The trail starts

at the Wheels Across the Prairie Museum located at the west end of Tracy, and continues on
T.H. 14 to County Road 11 which provides access using the shoulders on County Road 11 to
Swift Lake Park. Swift Lake isaergc area with a natural terrain including a small lake
located on the 23.4 acre tract with handicapped accessible dock and a modern campsite
with bathroom and shower facilities. The trail extends from the park to the east side of the
softball complex. Benches are strategically placed to provide an opportunity to enjoy the
scenic view and is designated as a trail head facility to provide access to future trail systems.
Bike racks are located in both Swift Lake and Sebastian Park. Traffic contrarsiglaced
throughout the trail to provide safe corridors plus directions for the biker/pedestrian, and
inform motorists of the trail location. This trail crosses TH 14 on the west side on town and

2 A Pedestrian and Bikeway Plan: A Safe and Healthy Marshall, Oct@88

http://www.marshallmn.com/portal/images/stories/pdf/bike/APedestriarand-BikewayPlan10-
2008.pdf
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crosses the Canadian Pacific (DM&E) Railroad in two dosatGroup B and C. Currently
local significance, but if connected to the Casey Jones Trail would increase to Regional
Significance.

Cottonwood

e Barstad Road PatiCottonwood has approximately a 2/3 mile trail running from downtown
Cottonwood to the new dwol on the northeast corner of town. This trail was constructed
during 2009. The trail connects existing sidewalks near Lakeview School and downtown
Cottonwood. The trail is 2,200 feet long and 10 feet wide to accommodate both bicycles and
pedestrians. fie project was funded through $101,000 Safe routes to School Grant and
$14,000 raised locally. Group C. Local trail.

Planned Trails / Corridorg

City of Marshall. Theéity of Marshall will be working with Lyon County in the next few years to
constructa trail segment along the southwest section of the City. This would complete the outer
loop around Marshall.

City of Marshall Trail Phasihdhe following describes the trail system to be built incrementally

over time. There are no expectations that thait system be built at once. A few suggestions

YR O2YYSyiGa 2y GKS LIXIy LKFaAy3d F2N 6KS / AdeéQa

e The current safety problems along Highway 23 make it a first priority. The connection
between Southwest Minnesota State University and Mallskigh School needs to be
addressed first. A pedestrian underpagssidentified for funding in the 2010 STIP.

e Marshall has many schools in its neighborhoods and the city has invested in many fine
parks; however, access to the schools and the parksoBlgmatic, particularly for young
children. Creating safe pathways to the schools and parks should be a priority.

e The Downtown Loop builds on and extends the work that has been done to strengthen the
downtown.

e Although the Water Ring is ambitious, a lamgtion of it could be completed if existing
segments were to be connected.

e The Prairie Parkway could help to structure the pattern for new residential developments,
and developers could build parkway segments incrementally as new neighborhoods are
added o the city.

¢ Enhancing existing sites along the trails and making some new ones not only make the trails
Y2NB FGGNI OGA@BSs:T o0dzi GKSe& SyO2dz2NF3IS GNI Af dzaS:
Marshall as a prairie city.

% A Pedestrian and Bikeway Plan:afeSand Healthy Marshall, October 2008
http://www.marshallmn.com/portal/images/stories/pdf/bike/APedestriarand-BikewayPlan10-

2008.pdf
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Potential Trail Corridors

Lyon County will be using the plan created by the Center for Changing Landscapes as their guide
for development. It was approved by Lyon County and incorporated into the County
Comprehensive Plan. Highlights of the plan include six trail corridors:

Lyon Canty. Proposed trail corridors based on the Center for Changing Landscapes.

e Marshall to Canby Corridor A regional corridor along TH 68 and the old rail corridor,
approximately 20 mile corridor connecting Marshall, Ghent, Minneota and Taunton in Lyon
Courty to Canby in Yellow Medicine County.

e County Loop Approximately 100 mile loop connecting communities and places in the
county.

e East¢ West Connection to the County Loop Trapproximately 27 miles of trail connecting
the West side of the County Lodpail west of Lynd to Lynd, traveling north to Ghent, east
through Green Valley and terminating on the east side of the County Loop Trail.

e Highway 23 CorridoFrom the south, the TH 23 corridor intersection with the County Loop
Trail corridor at TH 14 andiverts off TH 23 offering two alternative routes to reach Russell
and the TH 23 corridor. One alternative uses the County Loop trail on the west side of the
county and sends a spur to Russell, the second alternative uses the County Loop trail
corridor o the east and turns north at Balaton and connects at Russell. This trail corridor
follows a parallel route (within-2 miles) of TH 23 to Marshall. Connecting with the Marshall
Trail network, the TH 23 trail follows TH 23 through Green Valley and Cattahand
connects to the Minnesota River Trail.

e TH 59 from Garvin Park soutfThis corridor segment in Lyon County would begin at Garvin
Park with its trail system and travel south through Garvin and south into Murray County to
connect to Lake Sarah, leaBhetek, or the Casey Jones Trail.

e Off road trail Marshall to Milrojrom near TH 59 south of Marshall through Dudly to Milroy.

e Off road trail Marshall to Tracfrom near TH 59 south of Marshall connecting to Lake
Marshall and Tracy, and connecting to fasey Jones Trail at Currie or Walnut Grove.

Analysis of Selected Planned Trail Segments

None selected at this time
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SHORT-RANGE TRAIL PLAN (PRESENT TO 15 YEARS) ﬂ 4

Marshall Comprehensive Trail Plamttp://www.marshallmn.com/portal/images/stories/pdf/bike/APedestriarand-BikewayPlan10-2008.pdf
Page 51 Present is 2008
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LONG RANGE TRAIL PLAN (15 TO 20 YEARS OUT) 5

® Marshall Comprehensive Trail Plditp://www.marshallmn.com/portal/images/stories/pdf/bike/APedestriarand-BikewayPlan10-2008.pdf
Page 53
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MURRAY COUNTY
Existing& potential trailheadson a Stateor Regionabr Subregional Trail Corridor

* Local Trail
Z FRulda* Z al NAKQa* [ yYRAY 3
Z EndO-Line Park (Currie) (Casey Jones Tr)Z Slayton (Casey Jones Tr)
Z Forman Acres County Park Z Valhalla Island on Lake Shetek
Z Lake Shetek State Park (Casey Jones Tr) Z Hadleyq Summit lake
Z Lake Wilson(Casey Jones Tr)
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Existng Trails

Casey Jones TraiGroup C, Regional Trail

e Lake Shetek/Enr@-Line Trail. This six mile hard surfaced, bike and pedestrian trail connects
the EndO-Line Park with the Lake Shetek State Park. The trail goes by Smith Lake, Shetek
Monument, wildlife areas and the dam at the beginning of the Des Moines River. Built in
2000 with TE funds, DNR Trdilads County funds, and local donations.

¢ Segment of the DNR Casey Jon#®st of Lake Wilson is a one and dmaf mile grass
segment of the Caseydes trail used by hikers and snowmobilers.

Lake Elsie TrailSlayton.

e This mown trail is a 1.2 mile loofit sits amidst approximately 35 acres of restored wetland
owned by the city of SlaytonThe trail itself is on a wetland restoration easementas
Fff26SR (2 The® arenp dRresgah tReSduth end of the property, also owned by
the city and outside of the wetland protection area that are available for future
development. Local trail

o The City of Slayton has formed a Park Board to addnesmotorized circulation in Slayton
and connection to trails.
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Planned Trails / Corridors

Casey Jones State Ttatbroup C, Regional Trail.

e This stateauthorized trail runs from Rock County through Pipestone and Murray Counties to
Redwood County.The designated corridor is from Schoneman Park north to Luverne,
northeast to Blue Mounds State Park, northwest to Split Rock Creek State Park, northeast to
Pipestone, east to Slayton, northeast to Lake Shetek State Park, northeast to Walnut Grove
and northeat to Redwood Falls to join the Minnesota River State Tidie existing trail in
Murray County consists of two sections, not yet connected to one anothenaturally
surfaced segment that runs from one and a half miles west of Lake Wilson into yhef cit
Ig_ake Wilson and a six mile paved loop between Lake Shetek State Park and the city of Currie.

The 2000 Regional Trail Plan identified a connection from Lake Shetek Park to Walnut Grove
(Plum Creek Trail) which is now incorporated in the Casey Jdags Bail legislative
language.

The City of Hadley @ctively pursuing serving as mitheadfor the Casey Jones Trail. The
Community ofHadley could be connected to Summit Lake which features a clean lake with a
sand beach. The city park featurebaseball diamond and has restroom facilities, as does
the Community Center located 100 feet away.

Slayton Perimeter TrailThe City has passed a Park Board Ordinanceappdinted people to

the Park Board in January 2010 to meet some of the trail néedbe community, such as

connections to the Casey Jones Trail and Lake Elsie trail, anthatorized circulation within

the community. Plans are to develop this trail in phases:

e Pave the Lake Elsie Trail and add a parking lot,

e construct a trail on thewestern edge of Slayton running south from the proposed Casey
Jones Trail corridor to the pool,

e designate a trail from the pool east to Lake Elsie and

e construct or designate a trail from Lake Elsie north to the proposed Casey Jones Trall
corridor.

Valhalla Island/Keeley Island Trailhis proposed trail would run from the intersection of Hwy

59 and Valhalla Road to Lake Shetek Lutheran Ministries on Keeley [Blaaaorridor has high
pedestrian traffic in the spring, summer and fall, particuladyween the first dike on Valhalla
Road and Shetek Lutheran Ministries. While this trail would be an amenity for area residents
and campers, safety conceratong the dike roacre the main impetus driving the planning of

this trail. This potential poses ste limitations due to the water body on either side of the road.

A potential alternative suggested by a Complete Streets spokesperson would be to limit motor
traffic to one lane allowing for safer movement of pedestrians and bicycles.

Des Moines River May StateTrail. Thislegislatively designated trail will connect to the Casey
Jones trail in Murray County.

8 http:/ffiles.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/state_trails/casey_jones.pdf

%2005 DNR Master Plan for the Casey Jones Trall

http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/input/mgmtplans/trails/caseyjones/cj _masterplan.pdf
Appendix B 25



http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/state_trails/casey_jones.pdf
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/input/mgmtplans/trails/caseyjones/cj_masterplan.pdf

Potential Trail Corridor

Shetek/EneD-Line Trail to TracyThis 10 mile hard surface trail will connect Shetek State Park
and Tracy. It wilbe targeted for Bicyclists (Group C) and Hikers.

Fulda TrailsResidents in the City of Fulda have expressed concern and need for a safe walking
alternative to residents walking along TH 59. One suggestion has been developing a walking loop
from CSAH 2TH 62 south parallel to TH 59 to the Twp Road on the south side of First Fulda
Lakewest for approximately 1/3 mile, then north on the west side of the Lake past the County
Park and into the Community.

Currie(east side of Lake Shetek) to Valhalla Dfivest side of Lake Shetek)

Fulda/Graham Lakes/Talcot Lake Area

Water trail along the Des Moines River

Lake Shetek to TracyLyon CountydentifiesTracy being connected to the Casey Jones Trail via
one of two routes: south from Tracy or to the east to Ma Grove.

Buffalo RidgeThe Buffalo Ridge is a geographic featais®d known as the MississippMissouri

River Basin Divide. The land in this Corridor is some of the most scenic in southwest Minnesota
with natural areas, crops, and turbines. Whilenidy not be realistic to develop a trail along the
entire corridor, access to segments and loop trails from other regional trails would be desirable.
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Analysis of Selected Planned Trail Corridors
See pages-B6- B-48 for the Murray County segment of the Casey Jones Trail Analysis.
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NOBLES COUNTY
Existing& potential trailheadson a Stateor Regionabr Subregional Trail Corridor

* Local Trail
Z 59/60 Travel Information Center Z Okabena Lake
Z Bigelow Z Org
Z CdzZNEQa LaflyR Z Round Lake (city)
Z Indian Lak& Z Sunrise Prairie Park
Z Lake Bella Z Worthington
Z Lismore Z Dundee
Z Maka Oicu Z Kinbrae
Z Midway County Park
Z Ocheda Lake
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Existing Trails

City of Worthingbn Trails.

e Olson Park to Lake Front/Sailboard Beaghis is approximately 3 miles of paved,afad
pedestrian/bicycle trail following the south and east side of the Okabena Lakeshore in the
City of Worthington. The west end of this trail a connectiorthe future trail along North
Crailsheim Road (CSAH 10).

e Centennial Park bikewairhis is a 1/2 mile paved, afbad pedestrian/bicycle trail within
Centennial Park. The north end of this trail is a connection to the future trail along Oxford
Street (CSA 35).

e Lake Avenue ostreet bike route There is approximately %2 mité designated and signed
bike routes in WorthingtonThe signed routes are in two segments. The first connects the
off road trail at Sailboard beach to Centennial Park bikeway. Toendeon street signed
bike route begins at Centennial Park bikeway and terminates near Thompson Street.

CdzNE Qa L &f I Vv RfheseduntaRarks are loda@dizt @aham Lakes. The park road

serves as a walking and biking route.
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Planned Trails / @rridors
City of Worthingtonthe city of Worthington is in the process of developing a Trail Plan.

Within 5 years, to connect the existing trail in Centennial park at Oxford Street and going
west along CSAH 35, Oxford Street to CSAH 10, North CraiBhieento the Middle
School. It will follow CSAH 10 south to Minnesota West College and the YMCA and continue
south along CSAH 10 to Olson Park and connect to the Prairie Elementary School and
continue to the east and connect to the existing trail on theteside of Okabena lake. The

trail will connect three schools on the west side of Worthington to the new YMCA and
several parks around the lake. Worthington, Nobles County, and the School district are
coordinating on trail location and funding. This prajecin the STIP for TE funding. The trail

is targeted for walking, biking, skating and running. (map)

The City is also working to being planning for Complete Streets, which will incorporate
planning for pedestrian and bicycles.

Potential Trails Corridors

County Trails. The county will support development of trails if 100% of the land owners
support the project.

Tie to Fulda/Graham Lakes/Talcot Lake Apedential tie to the DMRYV Trail)

Round Lake/Ocheda Lake/Indian Lake/Lake Bella Area

Connect Grahams LlaSafF 6 CdzZNEQa LaflyR FyR al OF hAOdw
Kinbrae and Dundee. (Potential tie to the Des Moines River Valley Corridpr Trail
Worthington to Luverne to Sioux Falfmtential tie to Casey Jones Trail at Luverne)

Buffalo RidgeThe Buffalo Ridge is a geographic feataleo known as the MississipQi
Missouri River Basin Divide. The land in this Corridor is some of the most scenic in southwest
Minnesota with natural areas, crops, and turbines. While it may not be realistic tdaeae

trail along the entire corridor, access to segments and loop trails from other regional trails
would be desirable.
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PIPESTONE COUNTY
Existing& potential trailheadson a Stateor Regionabr Subregional TiaCorridor

* Local Trail
Pipestone (Casey Jones Tr) Z Pipestone National Monument (Casey
o0 Veterans parlk future a kiosk planned Jones Tr)
for in 2010 Z Split Rocltate Park (Casey Jones Tr)
o Highway 23 Trailhead for Casey Jones 7 Woodstockg(Casey Jones Trail)
State Trail
Edgertong some walking traifs
Jasper Quarry
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Existing Trails

City of PipestoneThe city is working on a city wide transportation plan including a trail plan.

The City is also interested and pursuing Safe routes to School funding.

The §uare A 3 mile walking route in Pipestone. Plan for summer 2010 signage to enhance
the route

Pipestone Joqgging 5 K roufametwork of routes network of sidewalks and road shoulders.
North Hiawatha Trail 1 mile of paved (bituminous) trail on the right way connecting the

north edge of Pipestone to Minnesota West Community and Technical College and the Good
Samaritan Village Retirement Center and connects to the city sidewalks (connects campus
with tDT.)

Kiwanis Fitness Trall mile aggregate walkingail, with some exercise stations located in
Pipestone in the Westview Park addition.

Pipestone National Monument Tra#: mile paved walking trail within the bounds of the US
Park System. The walking trail is currently not ADA compliant, but has beéifiédiim the
Pipestone Monument Comprehensive Plan to be compliant and they are currently working
on the historical elements to widen the trail.

Historic walking trait map of historic district sites
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Split Rock Creek State Park Traimiles of grass aking trails within the boundaries of the
State Park. Trail of Regional Significanpart of the Casey Jones Trail.

Casey Jones Traitttp://files.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/stag_trails/casey_jones.pdin Pipestone
County, the existing right of way follows the railroad bed and is twelve miles, from the city of
Pipestone to the Murray County line. Currently, there is 5 miles of paved trail, with 7 miles that
are cleared and readfor trail construction. This is a multi track trail with the twelve miles is
clear of fence and groomed for use by the SnoBlazers Snowmobile Club. Trail of Regional
Significance.

Snowmobile trails in Pipestone Courgyl25 miles which includes the dutrack of the Casey
Jones Trail. DNR sitevw.snowmobile.org

Planned Trails/Corridors

Casey Jones Trail. preferred Group C, Trail of Regional Significance.

e This stateauthorized trail runs from Rock County thgiuPipestone and Murray Counties to
Redwood County.The designated corridor is from Schoneman Park north to Luverne,
northeast to Blue Mounds State Park, northwest to Split Rock Creek State Park, northeast to
Pipestone, east to Slayton, northeast to L&teetek State Park, northeast to Walnut Grove
and northeast to Redwood Falls to join the Minnesota River State Tiad.existing trail in
Murray County consists of two sections, not yet connected to one anothenaturally
surfaced segment that runsdm one and a half miles west of Lake Wilson into the city of
Lake Wilson and a six mile paved loop between Lake Shetek State Park and the city of Currie.

Potential Trail Corridors

Pipestone/National Monument to Lake Benton/Hole in the Mountain Park

Highway 23 from Florence to Pipestone

Initiatives¢ connecting the Technical School to the Monument.

Working south for two miles (9 blocks of old RR bed) terminating by the Suzlon Plant

Buffalo RidgeThe Buffalo Ridge is a geographic feataleo known as theéMississippig
Missouri River Basin Divide. The land in this Corridor is some of the most scenic in southwest
Minnesota with natural areas, crops, and turbines. While it may not be realistic to develop a
trail along the entire corridor, access to segmentsl doop trails from other regional trails
would be desirable.

o I D D I

Analysis of Selected Planned Trail Corridors
See pages-B3- B-45 for thePipestone County section of tli&asey Jones Trail Analysis.
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REDWOOD COUNTY
Existing& potential trailheadson a Sate or Regionabr Subregional Trail Corridor

* Local Trail
A Alexander Ramsey Park (Redwood Falls)A Sanborn
A Belview A MN River Access North of Redwood Falls
A Gold Mine Lake A MN River Access South of Rexbd Falls
A Lamberton A Scenic Byway
A Lower Sioux Interpretive Center A Vesta
A Plum Creek Park A Walnut Grove

ey S
\6 nnect to ordlnatSlough

Hafgy Falls
Rail Hu MRT
at Granite FRI]
A
.

Connectto Luce
Line Trail
Hopkins Light Rail

Transit Station

; «: Minnesota River Valley Trail

T

» — Duck v

Existing Trails

Lower Sioux Interpretive Centefrails throughout the MN Historical Lower Sioux Interpretive Center.
Transportaton Enhancement funds were uséd enhance the Interpretive / Recreationthil for the
Old Ferry Crossing and historic roadway (ISTEA 1996 $181,000).

Plum Creek ParlApproximately 2 miles of trail around Lake Laura

Lamberton TrailApproximately 1.5 miles of emvad bike route (CSAH 6) from Lamberton to Kuhar City
Park and arail in the park along the Cottonwood River.
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Alexander Ramsey Park Trail$is city park occupies approximately 220 acres in Redwood Falls and is
the largest municipal park in Minnesota. A trial system, totaling five miles, has been developed to
provide pedestrian access to some of the steep slope areas, as well as to separate pedestrian and
vehicle flows on the through road; three miles are paved and 2 miles are gravel. In addition, there is a
3.5 miles crossountry ski trail.

Redwood Valley HighcBool Trail Trails are part of the Redwood Valley High School Environmental
Learning Center.

School TrailConnect Redwood Valley High School with the Reede Gray Elementary School.

North Redwood Trail Connect the Old North Redwood Road trail to Redivéalls trail along North
Lincoln Street.

Redwood Falls Trailrail along North Lincoln Street.

Planned Trails/corridors

Redwood Falls

¢ From Normandale Street connecting to the existing trail that goes to the Redwood Area School
(constructed in 2008Programmed in the 2011 STIP for $116,622.

e Trail along Old North Redwood Road.

e County Ditch 52Phase ITrail, Normandale Road to Sunrise Blvd(4800")

e Phase | Trail extension, Northwood Drive going south along CSAH 101 to E/W frontage road along
TH 19/71

e Phase Il Trail Loop TH19 West to CSAH 17 N to CSAH 25 East to CSAHNIh :Redwood
connection to established River Link on 101

e Phase IV Trail Loop to Ramsey Park Wrrstm CSAH 17 west on 350th St. to Liberty Ave Park North
West Access and traibonection

e Phase V, W. Bridge Street to Grove Street Ped/Bike Bridge over old bridge aligBmeffitTH 19
access to Ramsey Park

Plum Creek ParlkConnect Plum Creek Park to the City of Walnut Grove and develop additional trails

within the Plum Creek ParkEstimated timeline is-2 years to develop a paved trail, 3 miles in length,

GAGK OGSN¥YAYAQa G tfdzy / NBST tIFN] FyR GKS YdzaSdzy
walkers, and hikers. Potential attractions is nature (wildlife, wildflowens], would connect to the

current walking trail within the Park which identifies over twenty different type of trees).

Kuhar TrailheadThe trail will run from the Kuhar Park Entrance to the Kuhar Park west boundary.
Estimated timeline for completion:-2years. This will be an estimated one mile unpaved/wood shaving
trail that will target walkers and cross county skiers. The primary attraction is nature and the natural
beauty of the park located along the Cottonwood River.

Lamberton Outreach Center Tira1999 Estimated Timeline for Completionl® years This will be an
estimated two mile unpaved/wood shaving trail that will target walkers and cross country skiers. The
trail will connect the Lamberton Outreach Center to the West boundary of Kuhd:. PRotential
attractions are the Cottonwood River and the Lamberton Outreach Center. Ultimately would like to
have the swinging bridge over the Cottonwood River connected to Kuhar Park.
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Sanborn Proposed trail along the Cottonwood River southwest obSem

Casey Jones TrailThis stateauthorized trail runs from Rock County through Pipestone and Murray
Counties to Redwood CountyThe designated corridor is from Schoneman Park north to Luverne,
northeast to Blue Mounds State Park, northwest to Sptitk Creek State Park, northeast to Pipestone,
east to Slayton, northeast to Lake Shetek State Park, northeast to Walnut Grove and northeast to
Redwood Falls to join the Minnesota River State TrHile existing trail in Murray County consists of

two secfons, not yet connected to one anotheA naturallysurfaced segment that runs from one and a

half miles west of Lake Wilson into the city of Lake Wilson and a six mile paved loop between Lake
Shetek State Park and the city of Currie.

Minnesota RiveWaley Trail

e The trail shall originate at the entrance to Big Stone Lake State Park and extend along the
Minnesota River Valley to connect to the Minnesota Valley Trail at the city of Le Sueur. The
trail shall include a loop between Fort Ridgely State Pauk the cities of Redwood Falls and
Sleepy Eye. A segment shall be established connecting the cities of Granite Falls and
Montevideo.

e Chief Sleepy Eye Trail connecting Redwood Falls, Gilfillan, Morgan, Evan and Sleepy Eye together
and then north to Fort Rgkly State Park, and then on to Fairfax which already has an 8 mile trail on
the ground! This trail will connect to the Sleepy Eye Lake Trail (a 3.1 mile trail around Sleepy Eye
lake) and head north to Ridgley, tying the existing trails together. Thedalba&d railroad is
currently owned by one property owner and fund raising is occurring to purchase of the corridor to
develop the trail.

http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/canoe raes/minnesota2.pdf
Minnesota River and Redwood River

Potential Trail Corridors

Water Trail along Redwood River (Minnesota River to Ruthton)

Lower Sioux Interpretive Center to MN River Access include Scenic ByWay to Redwood Falls to
Gold Mine Lake to #@MN River Access North of Redwood Falls

Belview to Vesta

Walnut Grove to Lamberton to Sanborn

Lamberton to Jeffers Petroglyphs

Sanborn to Windom to include Jeffers Petroglyphs and Red Rock Dells

Redwood County (Green Corridor) is diligently working auiging trail potential trail corridors
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The county workdwith The Center for Changihgndscapes to develop a more detailed Trail Plan.
copy of thefinal plan may be found on the RedwdoArea Development Corporation website:
http://www.radc.org/vertical/Sites/%7B8FO0FAARIF415EA32F
61D7D8®5F17C%7D/uploads/%7B850A3HE88448F194BFO9807B34797F0%7D.PORe Redwood
county Board of Commissioners approved the Redwood county trail Plan on September 21, 2010.
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Analysis of Selected Planned Trail Corridors

Minnesota River Trail

The curreri
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with the proposed paving project of the Minnesota River Valley Scenic Byway along the Renville County

river bottom road from the Nicollet County line Near Fort Rigigo Skalbekken County Park and the
Yellow Medicine County lind?hase | from the Nicollet County Line to Franklin is included in the current

federal transportation bill, which is still pending.

The Minnesota River Trail horse/snowmobile trail wouldsbparate from the paved hike and bike trail.
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Chief Sleepy Eye Trailhe Minnesota River Trail authorization includes the Redwood Falls to Sleepy Eye

to Fort Ridgely State Park Loophe realistic discussion has been to follow the old railroad -adttay

FNBY wSRg22R Clftfa (G2 9@y IyR (KSy F2tt2¢ ab | ge
connect to Sleepy Eye to the south and Fort Ridgely to the North.

Beginning at Redwood Falls, the form@hicago and North Westem (Sleepy eye t&Redvood Falls
Branch® railroad bed parallels the south side of TH 67. Safely crossing roads will be an issue. CSAH 101
intersects TH 67 at a skew which curremiyses a motorized traffic crossing issue. This could increase
driver distraction with the mixingf non motorized and will need to be addressed. There are several
lesser volume roads that intersect with TH 67 and the proposed route of the trail, most intersect at a
skew. Again safety will be a concern and need to be addressed. There appeardc¢h bevatierways

to cross. Ditch authority and DNR will need to be worked with to address crossing issues and plan for safe
access to waters (or restrict for safety reasonBhere are a few homes located along the south side of

TH 67, and the proposed travill cross the driveways. A proposed wind farm is in the process of being
permitted in this area. The route passes near or through Gilfillan, Morgan in Redwood County and
beyond the SW Region into the Brown County communities of Evan and Sleepy Eye) .

Once the trail is in place, issues that may pose a problem for maintenance include crossing of the trail by

heavy farm equipment and equipment to repair the turbines.

Analysis of Selected Planned Trail Corridors
See pages-B8 to B49 for the Redwoo@ounty portion of the Casey Jones Trail analysis.

19 Minnesota Historic Railroad report studies the Sleepy Eye to Redwood Falls segment:
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/environment/pdf_files/rail/rrfpr.pdf pages 1125 describe this segment of the
former Rail.
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